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* UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGESI

UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE.
EXAMINATIONS FOR DEGREES.-Part I of the First and Second Examina-

tions for Medical and Surgical Degrees will commence on Monday, June
12th; and Part IJ of the same examination on Wednesday, June 14th.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS IN IRELAND.
AT a meeting of the Fellows held on June sth, the following were elected
for the ensuing year: President: Robert Lafayette Swan. Vice-President:
Thomas Myles. Hon. Secretary: Sir Charles A. Cameron, C.B. Council:
Archibald H. Jacob, Edward 'Hallaran Bennett, Sir Philip Crampton
Smyly, Sir William Stokes, Henry Rosborough Swanzy, William Stoker,
William Ireland Wheeler, Sir William Thomson, Austin Meldon, D.L.,
Sir Charles A. Cameron, C.B., L. Hepenstal Ormsby, Richard D. Purefoy,
John J. Cranny, Henry Gregg Sherlock, John B. Story, Henry Fitzgibbon,
Francis T. Heuston, John Lentaigne, and Richard Bolton M'Causland,
The new members are Mr. William Stoker, Mr. J. B. Story, and Mr. R. B.
W'Causland. There were two vacancies caused by the retirement of Mr.
Croly and Mr. Benson, and Mr. CChance has lost his seat. The president
and-vice-president are elected for a second year.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS OF IRELAND.
AT a meeting of the College held on June 2nd Mr. George Thorpe, L.S.A.,
having passed a-special examination for the Licence ill Medicine was ad-
mitteda Licentiate of the College.

PUBLIC HEALTH
AND

POOR-LAW MEDICAL SERVICES.
,UNION MEDICAL OFFICERS AS MEDICAL OFFICERS OF IHEALTH.
R.1S.O. asks the following question: Is it legal for a medical practitioner
lholding the Union appointment to be likewise medical officer of health
tor the same district, especially when there is another medical gentle-
wnan residing in the locality who has no Local Government appoint-
'snent?

*** It is certainly not illegal for these two appointments to be held by
-the same persont and we understand that it is not uncommon for this
to be the case.

COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICERS OF HEALTH.
AT the annual meeting of the County Councils Association last week, Mr.
IHobhouse moved: " Thiat it is desirable that a medical officer should be
appointed for every administrative connty or group of counties." The
motion was seconded by Mr. Guthrie, but Lord Belper expressed a doubt
as to the wisdom of passing resolutions which the Association had no
power to enforce. Lord Herries expressed the opinion that the advisa-
bility of making such appointments sliould be left to the de 'sion of the
-Tespective councils. On the suggestion of Sir John Hibbert, the President
of the Association, who was sn the chair, the resolution was adopted in
the following amended form: "That this Association notes with satis-
faction that the number of county councils appointing medical officers of
health has beeti increased during the past year, and trusts that the num-
iber may be further increased."

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.
AN thirty-three of the largest English towns, including London, 7,265
births and 3,872 deaths were registered during the week ending Saturday
last; June 3rd. The annual rate of mortality in these towns, which had
'declined from 17.7 to z6.o per i,ooo in the three preceding weeks, rose
again to r7. last week. The rates in the several towns ranged from
s.5 in Brighton, I0.2 in West Ham, 11.s in Cardiff, and I3.4 in Norwich to
22.6 in Preston, 22.9 in Wolverhampton, 24.3 in Liverpool, and 26.5 in
Manchester. In the thirty-two provincial towns the mean death-rate was
8.2 per i,ooo, and was r.2 above the rate recorded in London, which
was 17.0 per z,ooo. The zymotic death-rate in the thirty-three towns aver-
aged r.8 per I,0-o; In London the rate was equal to 3.17 per x,ooo,
while it averagedI 8 in the thirty-two provincial towns, among which the
highest zymotic death-rates were 3.2 in Bolton, 3.4 in Leicester, 3.5 in
Manchester, and 4.2 in Burnley. Measles caused a death-rate of I.I in
Nottingham, i. in Burnley, I.6 in Bolton, and 2.5 in Manchester;
ecarlet fever of I.0 in Bolton and 1.4 in Burnley; whooping-cough of I.o
in Oldham, and I.4 in Burnley; and "fever' of I.o in Huddersfleld.
'The 69 deaths from diphtheria included 24 in London, 2 in Sheffileld,
S in Leicester, 4 in Liverpool, and 3 each in West Ham, Swansea, Man-
chester, and Leeds. No fatal case of small-pox was registered during the
week under notice, either in London or in any of thethirty-two provincial
,towns; and only one small-pox patient was under treatment in the
Metropolitan Asylum Hospitals. The number of scarlet fever patients
ln these hospitals and in the London Fever Hospital, which had been
o2,x6z and 2,201 at the end of the two preceding weeks, hadfurther risen to
0.2X2 on Saturday last, June 3rd; 260 new cases were admitted during
the week, against 259, 2II, and 229 in the three preaeding weeks.

HEALTH OF SCOTCH TOWNS.
DURING the week ending Saturday last, June 3rd, 992 births] and 607
dsaths were registered in eight of the principal Scotch towns. The annual
rate of mortality in these towns, which had been 29.0 and 26.9 per I,ooo in
the two preceding weeks, rose again to x9.9 last week, and was 2.2 per I,oco
above the mean rate during-the same period in the thirty-three large
Jiqlab. towns. Among these Scotch towns the death-rates ranged

from x..5 in Leith and x6.9 1q Paisleyand in Perth to 2.8 inAberdeen and 20.9
in Edinburgh. The zymotic death-rate in these towns averaged 2.2 per
x,ooo, the highest rates being recorded in Paisley and Glasgow. The
29! deaths registered in Glasgow included I2 from measles, 6 from scarlet
fever, 2 from diphtheria, 7 from whooping-cough, and xi from diarrhoea.
Six fatal cases of whooping-cough, of measles, and 2 of scarlet fever
were recorded in Edinburgh, and 3 of scarlet fever in Paisley.

INDIA AND THE COLONIES,
CAPE 0' GOOD HOPE.

RINDERPEST.-The Department for Agriculture has published a return
showing the incidence of rinderpest in that colony during the recent out-
break. It is stated that the total of horned cattle in the colony before the
commencement was 2,639,435. Of this total 98 per cent. became infected or
were inoculated, and 3 per cent. died. Various systems of inoculation
were used, includingthose of Professor Koch, Dr. Edington (whose process
is known as the glycerinated bile process), and that of Drs. Turner and
Kolle. Inoculation with glycerinated bile was used in 34 districts of the
colony. In 23 of these districts this method was alone employed, and the
incidence of mortality for those 23 districts was only 8* per cent. (12,464
head died out of a total of 393,777). The number of cattle saved in these
districts is stated to be over two millions sterling in value. We assume
it would be fair to estimate, on these grounds, the total value of the
horned cattle in the colony before the outbreak at over eight millioDs,
and hence the total loss by death alone would represent a sum of nearly
three millions sterling. _'_'

GIBRALTAR.
IN view of a recent question iD the House of Commons by Mr. Pierpoint,
and Mr. Wyndham's answer, on the health of Gibraltar, the facts and
figures furnished in the Annual Report for x898 'of the Public Health of.
Gibraltar, by Major H. P. Elkington, R.A.M.C., M.O.H., are of interest.
Thq statistical portion of this report shows that in a fixed population of
I6,9o6 and a resident alien population of 2,914 there were a birth-rate of
29.x6 per mille (the number ot females born being in excess of males), and
a death-rate of I8.74 per mille, the lowest but one recorded since I88Ir the
lowest was in I893-17.75. Of the diseases causing mortality, the zymotic
class gives a rate of 1.36 per x,o00 of total population (I9,IOO). Thirty-one
cases of diphtheria were notified, and 5 proved fatal. ln nearly every
instance some sanitary defect was found in the house or its surroundings.
The sanitary portion of the report notes a generally satisfactory condi-
tion; sanitary defects gradually removed; dairies, goat sheds, and milk
shops regularly inspected; sewerage improved; and a large increase of
chemical and bacteriological work in the two laboratories. We note, how-
ever, that overcrowding remains about the samne, and, with the rent of
houses so high, is likely to continue. especially in one-room tenements.

QUEENSLAND.
PREVENTIVE INOCULATION FOR TICK FEVER.-A recent issue of the

Brisbane Courier reports the spread of ticks in the neighbourhood of
Ipswich, Queensland, and in the suburbs of Brisbane. As is well known,
these insects when they infest cattle excite tick fever, a disease which kills
off a very large proportion of those infected. The preventive inoculation
of cattle against the fever by means of the blood of immune calves, has
now been proved to be of great service. Recent reports by Mr. Pound, the
Director of the Stock Institute in Brisbane, on his investigations on this
subjectinthe northern parts of Queensland, show that in every case
where preventive inoculation was resorted to cattle were saved; while In
other instances where this measure was neglected, whole herds had died
off. The only ill-effects noted were a temporary illness, accompanied by
a slight diminution in the quantity of milk and abortion in cows in calf.
The actual loss from inoculation did not exceed 0.5 per cent. In the
faee of these and similar reports, it is thought that preventive inoculation
against tick fever should be universally adopted, if not enforced by law.

TRINIDAD.
ANNUAL REPORT OF TIHE SURGEON-GENERAL.-The annual report of the

Surgeon-General of Trinidad shows that the death-rate of the colony for
the past year was 25.93 per xo. The general health has been satisfactory,
but In some districts dysentery in a particularly aggravated form was pre-
valent. However, with'an improved water supply, it had ceased before
the end of the year. Yaws has become so prevalent in many districts that
a special hospital has been built to provide for the compulsory segregation
of these patients. In consequence of an epidemic of small-pox in Vene-
zuela, strict quarantine was maintained during the greater part of the
year. The proportion of vaccinations to births in the colony was 96.48 per
cent., and the results obtained by the medical officers with glycerinated
calf lymph 'were all thiat could be desired. 'The high death-rate amongst
the inmates of the lunatic asylum, namely, 16.49 per cent. is attributed to
the overcrowding of the institution. It is satisfactory to learn that the
building of the new asylum is progressing and it is hoped that itwill soon
be ready for occupation. Two additionai wards for male patients have
been built at the Leper Asylum, but the accommodation on the female
side is still so limited that additional wards will be required before long.
During the year 316 caseswere inthese asylum; of these, 35 died and x6were
discharged. The two colonial hospitals, at Port of Spain and San Fer-
nando, have been maintained In a high state of efficiency. New regula-
tions have been enforced whereby admissions to hospital are restricted to
proper hospital cases, consequently the number of admissions has been
reduced, and a saving in the expenditure of £2,617 for the year has been
effected. The district hospitals, which serve as poorbouses rather
than hospitals, have been economically managed, and a saving in the ex-
penditure of £305 secured. In addition to the out-patient departments
at the district lhospitals there are three public dispensaries. six pauper
stations, and fourteen yaws dispensaries, the total cost of which is about
£2,300 per annum. The cost of the medical services per head of the popu-
lation compares favourably with that of other colonies with similar ser-
vices. Since the beginning of the year the Medical Service of Tobago has
been amalgamated with that of Trinidad.


